Let M be a complete connected riemannian manifold of dimension d and class Cm. We assume that M is noncompact and that the Ricci curvature of M is everywhere nonnegative. In this case, A. Kasue [1] and D. Meyer [2] proved a statement from which the following structure theorem is inferred.
Suppose that there exists a smooth minimal immersion of a smooth compact connected d-1 dimensional manifold T without boundary in M. Then In this sense, we point out its relation to the works of Anderson [7] and Anderson and Rodriguez [8] .
Of course, under our Main theorem, the Ricci We recall from D. Gromoll and W. Meyer [10] In [11] , J. Cheeger and Whenever such existence can be established, therefore, our result implies a partial solution to the conjecture.
